Un-Official Biography for Lewis J. Shank 

Mississippi Army National Guard (Ret.)
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CWO3 Lewis J. Shank retired in 1967 following over 23 ½ years of service in the United States Army Air Corps, United States Air Force and Mississippi Army National Guard. His last assignment was with the 890th Engineering Battalion, Mississippi Army National in Gulfport, Mississippi..

He enlisted in the United States Army Air Corps in November, 1942. He served primarily as a radio operator on C-47’s with the 437th Troop Carrier Group in Europe during WWII. After WWII  he left the service for the private sector working in his hometown of Ringtown, Pennsylvania.

In 1947 he rejoined the United States Army Air Corps which later became the United States Air Force. In 1949 while stationed at Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, Mississippi he was assigned as an instructor for high altitude bombardment. He served in this capacity until the Air Force eliminated that school in 1954. He transferred from active duty to join the Army National Guard. His first assignment was Commanding Officer of the 101st Signal Detachment. He finished his military career in 1967 with 890th Engineering Battalion.

While on active duty, he met his future business partner MSgt Art Calabro. In 1954 they started the Electronic Services, Inc. A primary customer was the local Goodyear stores in Biloxi and Gulfport. In 1956, Lewis bought out Art and closed the Biloxi store moving the Gulfport store to 25th Avenue. He ran this store for the next 40 plus years.  Among his many accomplishments were creating a power supply to run battery operated meters; the installation of fire and security alarm systems for the US Navy in Puerto Rico Rota, Spain, Bermuda, and Guantanamo  Bay Cuba; installation of security and alarms for Mississippi Power and many local sheriff departments; the installation of the first landing system at Stennis Field; and the sound system at Edgewater Mall. 

Lewis Shank is a native of Ringtown, Pennsylvania. His decorations include five Air Medals, seven Battle Stars, Presidential Unit Citation, and Normandy Medal from France. 

Lewis Shank was married to his first wife, Queenie, for 39 years and to Joyce for ten years. He is currently widowed with five children, three daughters (Linda, Beatrice, & Susan) and two sons (Dale & Fred), and several grandchildren. 

He is a member of the grace Lutheran Church in Long Beach, Mississippi.  In 1984 he sang with the Seachords Barbershop Quartet at the New Orleans World’s Fair. He is the current area director for the Civitans. He is an active bowler and in 2004 won a state medal for seniors at the age of 81. He is active in the Elks Club and American Legion. He is a Mason and active in the Shriners. 

In May of 2006 he traveled to Washington DC to visit the WWII Memorial with other Mississippi WWII vets. He has traveled to Europe with his sons for the D-Day + 60 to tour areas in Holland where his unit participated in the invasion of Holland. Along with his wife Joyce, he visited the Philippine’s where his older brother, Laverne, died in Bataan during WWII and is buried. 

Click here
 to Read his WWI Memoirs

