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Lt. Gen. Clark Griffith retired from the U.S. Air Force in 1998 after 35 years of active duty. A native of Gadsden, Ala., he has a Bachelor's Degree from the University of Alabama and a Master's Degree in Public Administration from Auburn University. He also is a graduate of Squadron Officer's School, Air Command and Staff College, and the National War College. 
During his career, he commanded at every level, including two tactical fighter squadrons, an air base group, two air wings, a numbered air force, and vice commander of the Air Training Command. Locally, he was commander of Keesler Air Force Base from 1991 to 1993 and commander of the Second Air Force from 1993 to 1995. 
A command pilot, Gen. Griffith flew more than 4,700 hours in fighter and trainer aircraft, including 280 combat missions and 430 combat hours while serving in Vietnam as a forward air controller. 
During the Gulf War, he directed the largest worldwide munitions airlift since Vietnam, and deployed the largest contingency force from any logistics center. He was Joint Task Force Commander for Allied air operations into Southern Iraq from November 1994 to February 1995. 
Gen. Griffith has been personally decorated 27 times (17 of those in combat), including two Distinguished Service Medals, three Legions of Merit, the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Bronze Star Medal, 14 Air Medals, three Meritorious Service Medals, two Air Force Commendation Medals, and the Army Commendation Medal. He also received 19 other campaign and unit citations during his career. 
Since leaving the Air Force, Gen. Griffith has served as senior consultant for three corporations that specialize in military training and logistical support worldwide. He is a volunteer consultant for the City of Biloxi, Harrison County and State of Mississippi. He is on the Board of Directors for three non-profit organizations and frequently appears on WLOX-TV as a military analyst. 
Gen. Griffith says his greatest accomplishment was to marry Jean Ridolphi of Montgomery, Ala. They have two daughters, Lucy and Margaret; and five grandchildren.
